critical digest 


This Week 


The Playwrights Company set plans 


for their 2lst season, sponsoring 8 shows. 
The first due the week of Sept 14 will be 
Howie , a comedy by Phoebe Ephron, with 
Leon Ames and Albert Salmi, co-produced 
with James M. Slevin and John Gerstad.Next 
will be The Pleasure of His Company, a 
comedy by Samuel Taylor and Cornelia Otis 


Skinner, co-starring Skinner, Cyril Ritchard, 


Walter Abel, due Oct 22 at Longacre.’ ‘Thitd 
will be The Gazebo, a comedy-mystery by 
Alec Coppel, due Nov 26, Other plays which 
do not as yet have opening dates set include 
---Juno, musical by Marc Blitzstein, Duel 
of the Angels, Fry's adaption of Giraudoux 
comedy, Cue for Passion, by Elmer Rice, 
Roar Like a Dove , and Silent Night, Lonely 
Night by Robert Anderson, 


Plays 


The Visit suspended until August 20, 
Alfred Lunt returned for final performances 
«Old Vic to open Dec 9 at Broadway., .The 
Trial of Jesus to be presented by Warner 
LeRoy, adaption by Leroy and Howard Hart 
Theatre Guild considering presenting 
He Who Gets Slapped as musical. Alfred 
Drake currently touring summer circuit 
in Leonid Andreyev's drama. 


Playorn 


Dorothy Lamour to replace Abbe 
lane,Oh Captain to Aug 18 when she 
will be suceweded by Denise Darcel,.. 
Walter Slezak to star in The Gabebo... 
Kay Medford signed for Handful _ of 
Fire... Paul Hartman signed for Drink 
To Me Only ...Ann Sheridan may make 
Broadway debut in Vermillion O'Toole 
musical based on "Take Me To Town" 
film,,.Rachel Crothers, 78, author of 
28 plays including Susan and God, died 
at Danbury, Conn... Elfrida Derwent, 
80, sister of Clarence Derwent, died at 
Percy Williams Home, Islip, NY. 


Special Events 


Photo exhibit of highlights of past 
season on Broadway, arranged by ANTA, 
on view at Brooks Costumes, 3 W 64, NYC 


Theatre TV Notes 


Wonderful Town with Rosalind 
Russell on CBS Nov 30 to play 3 week 
pre-TV tour opening Oct 27 in Washing- 
ton. D, C,, Nov 3 in Hershey, Pa, and Nov 
10 in Rochester, NY... Harvey to be pre- 
sented Sept 22 on CBS DuPont Show of 
Month,,. Helen Hayes to star in hour 
taped CBS US Steel during her run of 
Touch of Poet... 4 hour TV show devoted 
to NY Shakespeare Festival on WNTA-TV 
cancelled, 


139 East 47 St. 
EL 5-6894 


Calendar 


The Winter's Tale- Stratford, 


Conn- 7720 (Matinee). Third program 


of season's repertory...In Color On 
Sundays- Jan Hus-351 E 74- 7/29.Jerry 
Beyer presents new comedy with Chris- 
tina Crawford... Auntie Mame-City Cen- 
ter 8/ll. Sylvia Sidney starring for 3 
week run... Twelfth Night- Central Park 
8/11. Second production of season. 


Theatre Film Notes 


Edward G, Robinson and Frank 
Sinatra to co-star in Hole in the Head, 
to be filmed in Miami starting Oct 15_ 
Paul Graetz to produce film version 
of Arthur Miller's A View from the 
Bridge. 


Theatre Book Notes 


Penguin Books issued new paper 
edition of "Three Plays by Strindberg" 
including --The Father, Miss Julie and 
Easter..."Best American Plays 1951-57" 
edited by John Gassner, published by 
Crown $5.75. 


Other Broadways 


Ritz Theatre, Los Angeles, to be 
converted from film to legit house by 
Harry Zevin, 


Brussels Fair 


The Time of Your Life with Susan 
Strasberg and Franchot Tone due at US 
Pavillion in August may be cancelled 
due to lack of funds for project. 


Paris 


Look Back in Anger production en- 
titled * Sunday's Peace" at Theatre Mah- 
turins panned by most of critics, but it is 
building to be a popular hit... Visit to A 
Small Planet at Theatre Fontaine drew 
split notices. 


Shakespeare 


NY Shakespeare Festival collected 
$3300 from spectators at Central Park 
Othello by stationing cast members out- 
Side Park, Funds needed to keep show go- 
ing....9 th annual Shakespeare Festival 
at San Diego, Calif opens July 18 with Mac- 
beth and Antony and Cleopatra. 


Show Planes 


17 day, $1245 European Theatre 
Show Plane leaves Aug 22 and includes 
tickets to London's My Fair Lady, and 
backstage visits with theatre and film 
stars in London, Paris and Rome, De- 
tails from Betty Murray and TWA, 
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Off Broadway 


4 Arthur Laurents plays will be 
presented serially by James Preston 
and Paul Michael, directed by Jack 
Ragotzky, starting Oct 6 at an Off Broad- 
way house. The Time of the Cuckoo will 
Start series,to be followed by A Clear- 
ing in the Woods, Bird Cage and Home 
of the Brave. 


The Making of Moo closed at Rita 
Allen Theatre after 29 performances... 
Mrs, Warren's Profession closed after 
5 performances, Actors Stage Company 
plans for July 16 Candida dropped... 
Prince Hamlet slated for Cricket July 10 
cancelled. .. Crucible and Ulysses in 
Nighttown switched back to Mon to Sat 
performance s during summer... Olive 
Deering replaced Anne Meacham in 
Garden District. ..Olga Druce replaced 
Gerry Jedd, Blood Wedding, 


Summer Playhouses 


Lucille Lortel's White Barn, West- 
port, Conn, opens 12th season July 13 
with US premiere of Ugo Betti's Irene 
Innocente, staged by Michael Manuel . 
3 one act plays by Tennessee Williams, 
Andre Maurois and Jean Giraudoux 
will be presented July 27, 


Abraham Lincoln by John Drink- 
water, with a cast of 30,and a spoaking 
choir of 12,to be presented at East Ham- 
pton, NY, starring John Ireland and Mary 
Orr. 


Current Summer presentations of 
interest include---NY--Inherit the 
Wind at Northport... Finian's Rainbow 
at Rye... The Entertainer at Woodstock. 


NJ--Dracula at Cape May... Porg 
and Bess at Haddonfield ... Auntie Tae 


with Sylvia Sidney at Neptune... The White 
Sheep of the Family with Edward Everett 
Horton at Somers Point. 


Conn--Light Up the Sky at Farming- 
ton... The at Storrs... The 
Remarkable Mr. Pennypacker with Bur- 


gess Meredith at Westport Country Play- 
house.,.The Tender Trap at Wallingford, 


Mass--Roberta at Beverly ...The 
Mousetrap at Holyoke... Trip to Bount-_ 
iful at Orleans... A New Tomorrow by 
Shirley Goodstone and John Lancaster at 
Plymouth, ..The Madwoman of Challioct 
with Mildred Dunnock at Williamstown. 


RI--Caprice with Zsa Zsa Gabor 
at Matunuck,.. The King and I with Pat- 
ricia Morison at Warwick. 
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Wonderful Town at US Pavillion rated as a low-budget, 
acceptable production tha: European audiences found refresh- 
ing and « srating by Teubman, Times. It te not brilliant 
or cris sted performance, but the heartiness, energy, 
inventiv: sod exettement of the show sell proved effective. 
Vader Me rbert B supervision, hard spirited can 
hep. ty Center preduction meviang rapidly. Mitei Oreen 
and sere eppreved in teeding roles Though 
onl be the cheere of the opening sight were any 


_ DIGESTS OF CURRENT NYC THEATRE REVIEWS 


Othello- Central Park 7/2 . 5 pros and 1 con- Herald 
Tribune-filed on Joseph Papp's NY Shakespeare Festival 
production staged by Stuart Vaughan. Pros were all on the 
mild side okaying production, director and Robert Geiringer 
as Iago. All had reservations on William Marshall in the title 
role, mostly due to his loud but inaudible voice. Kerr, Herald 
Tribune, the sole dissenter, was disappointed with the busy, in- 
telligent wholly competent outdoor production, because the pro- 
ducer and director have spoiled him into expecting something 
exciting with each new production, Here everything is more 
or less acceptable, and nothing is oddly illuminating or truly 
distinguished. Pro views headed by Atkinson, Times, who rated 
it as a clearly organized and interesting production which de- 
serves all the support it can muster. Times critic printed free 
ad as to where to send contributions, Aside from park noises, 
he approved Geiringer and Ellen Holly. Watt, News, okayed the 
free production, but thought only Geiringer of the 3 leads held 
the show together. Herridge, Post, agreed and added that full 
length version which kept opening night audience in park until 
after midnight was too long. O'Connor, Journal American, also 
listed a mild pro, billing it as a ragged production. He would 
have liked to see Gerry Jedd, who portrays Emilia, portray the 
role of Desdemona. Aston, World Telegram & Sun, also rated 
Jedd.as best item in show. 2000 were turned away for the avail- 
able 2100 seats on opening nights. Tickets for the limited run 
may be obtained from NY Shakespeare Festival, 1230 Fifth Ave. 


The Midnight Caller and John Turner Davis. -Sheridan 
Sq Playhouse -99 Seventh Ave S- 7/1, 3 pros for both one act 
plays- News Journal American, World Telegram & Sun- 2 split 
votes on plays- Times, Herald Tribune-and 1 con on both-Post. 
-filed on Sidney Bernstein's presentation of two Horton Foote 
plays staged by I.co Penn. The 3 affirmitive reviews, McHarry, 
News, O'Connor, Journal American, and Aston, WTS, praised 
director and cast headed by Mary James, Rebecca Darke and 
Richard Snyder for capturing proper mood of loneliness in- 
herent in scripts, both of which originally seenon TV. But 
Atkinson, Times, and Kerr, Herald Tribune, okayed only the 
first one act play, John Turner Davis, Second was panned for 
lack of insight and dullness, Noth were vetoed by Herridge, 
Post, as obviously high quality for TV, but much too tenuous 
for the theatre. Both are thin slices of bleak, Texas life, tear- 
jerkers in their way, but slow moving surface glimpses, de- 
pending on mood for what effect they have. 


Aquacircus-Flushing Meadows 6/27, 4 pros-News, Mirror, 
Journal American, World Telegram & Sun- and 3 cons- Times, 


Herald Tribune, Post- filed on George A. Hamid's water-vaude- 


skating show. Cast includes Tony Marvin, Jimmy Carrol, Six 
Staneks, Ginny Stevens,Russ Morgan and orchestra, Rockets Dan- 
cers and divers Bobby Knapp and Marilyn Sahner, Watts, News, 
okayed proceedings, but thought only divers saved show from be- 
ing commonplace. Gilbert, Mirror, filed rave on outdoor fun and 
frolic designed to appeal to every member of family. O'Connor, 
Journal American, and Aston, WTS, also cheered combination 
show as near perfect outdoor entertainment, Negative voters 
labeled acts as second class TV. Neither wonderful nor beau- 
tiful, no matter what onstage announcer says, comments Funke, 
Times. Something for every member of family to dislike, count- 
ers Gleason, Herald Tribune, A bit of everything, all done better 


before, sums Herridge, Post. Two noted that rain had halted prev- 


tous night's dress rehearsal, 


Wenderful Town at Brusseis Fair 


SUMMER 


THEATRE 


COMMENT 


newest outdoor historical drama by 
Paul Green presented at Virginia Beach, Virginia praised by 
Funke, Times, as a spectacle that is an impressive, inform- 
ative and occassionally inspiring evocation of the terrible days 


when the Union teetered perilously near dissolution. Robert 
Stanton as Lee okayed in cast of 100 directed by Samuel Selden. 


Midsummer package debut with James Mason and family 
at Tappan Zee Theatre, Nyack, NY opened on a 90 plus evening 
with only half the air-conditioning system working, reported 
Walker, News, 


SOVIET 
THEATRE 
TO DAY 


Moscow theatre-goers on an average night can choose 
from among 20 plays, 3 operas or ballets, 4 children theatres, 
reports Taubman, Times. Tiflis, in the Georgian Republic, of- 
fers a choice of 4 dramatic companies, an opera house, and a 
children's theatre, All Soviet theatres operate on a repertory 
plan, with permanent companies performing 10 months per year 
playing 50 productions per year. 


The caliber of performance is high. The variety of 
things produced is high. The devotion to the basic content 
of a work, regardless of what one would think of the work it- 
self, has a sustained seriousness, And the audiences, though 
they take an innocent pleasure in the tricks of technique and 
the marvels wrought by electronic equipment, are learning 
to distinguish between manner and matter. 


The pervading philosophy of all cultural enterprises 
is roaliam, and it is applied to acting atylo, sets, coatumes 
and special effects . Where a work belongs in the traditional 
repertory, it is expected that it shall be done traditionally, 
In this area there is some experimentation in production 
styles, depending on the boldness of the director and the nat- 
ure of the work he is doing, but not too much, 


LONDON 
STAGE 


VIEWS 


The British theatre should do something about honour- 
ing its own heroes, so that some official token of gratitude 
is bestowed upon genuinely great performers, writers and 
musicians who have helped make stage history, comments 
“Stage” editorial, The Americans have the right idea, but 
there are so many awards on Broadway and Hollywood that 
they defeat their own purpose, One gets the impression that 
they are two-a-penny and they smack of commercialism. They 
are little more than a seven days' wonder, instead of honours 
capable of enhancing the prestige of an artist throughout his 
lifetime and even afterwards. 


is pity that the British Critics Circle have always 
decided against the idee of awards, because their judgement 
would be respected, and their annual awards would mean 
something. 
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GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


CULTURAL EXCHANGE,..The current program of US and 
Soviet cultural exchange of artists and groups is the 
most wholesome thing that has happened between the 
two countries in the past year, heralds Atkinson, Times. 
By removing some of the mystery that contributes to 
keeping us apart, it has brought us face to face with 
gifted individuals and given further assurance that human 
beings live on both sides of the Iron Curtain. But in art 
the mutual exchange cannot penetrate that last barrier 
to understanding--the right and duty of the creative writer 
to tell his part of the universal truth. 


COLUMN TIPS... All About Love tryout with Wendy Barrie may 
be about Peyton Place author, hears Winchell, Mirror... 
Touch of a Poet may mark Helen Hayes last NY Show, says 
Walker, News... Bob Hope would like to present Roberta 
at Brussels Fair if more money forthcoming, reports Wil- 
son, Post. 


OFF BWAY $$$...Purple Dust proved the exception to the rule 
and earned a profit of $11, 900 during its Cherry Lane run, 
plus $12,000 in royalties for Sean O'Casey, Paul Shyre 
told Peper, World Telegram & Sun. 


‘CRITICAL. THOUGHTS... Every performance is a curious collab- 


oration between the weather of men's souls and an actor's 
awareness of that weather--it takes place in a moment, it 
is of the moment, and it is absolutely valid for that moment 
it happened when we were there, states Kerr, Herald Trib- 
une... Spotting a trend, Silver, News, points at the grow- 
ing number of leading men headed for musical shows... 
Broadway producers would be wise to satisfy many large 
cities thirst for "first" presentations by opening their pro- 
ductions in Chicago, Dallas, ete prior to NY try. 


SECOND GUESSES. ..Song of Norway is a fine spectacle in an 
attractive setting and one of the many nice features of NY 
in summertime, rates Watt, News. The story is trifling 
enough not to get in the way of the music and the combin- 
ation of Grieg melodies and elaborate scenic devices has 
an enchanting effect in the huge outdoor theatre, 


AUTHORS VISITED...Revised script of Tennessee Williams' 
Sweet Bird of Youth is not so physically violent as earl- 
Ter drafts, author told Gelb, Times. He decided it wasn't 
wise to end another play on such a violent note as emas- 
culation, The play will be presented in the spring, staged 
by Elia Kazan, produced by Cheryl Crawford and starring 
Paul Newman...Sean O'Casey is very detached about the 
forthcoming musical version of Juno and the Paycock , 


Watts, Post, discovered during a visit to his home at Devon, 


England, Musical show songs puzzle him a little, but he 
feels the adapters are making a sincere effort to be faith- 
ful to the spirit of the original, Irish writer also feels it 
would not be a bad idea to retire his most produced play 
from circulation on the non-musical stage for a while. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES...Two differen companies playing 
simultaneously on Broadway of a hit musical both with 


first rate original caste planned by Paul Gregory, pro - 
ducer of forthcoming Marriage Go Round. in this way 
everybody who wanted & ticket lor the hil musical could 
get it, he told Peper, World Telegram & Sun... West Side 
Stery will remain at Winter Garden wnatil early sent tum - 
rer, the play month in Parise end settle fer on extend. 


ed run preducer Hal Prince told Reese, 
Tr leor Meisevey would like to take the eriginal 
cant The eative US company 


Guests of the Nation is a beautifully presented adapt- 
ion of a moving story by Frank O'Connor that is as apt in 
today's world situation as it was during the Irish revolt it 
was written about, All hands, including the 3 acting Clancy 
brothers, turn in warm, honest performances, Direction and 
adaption by Neil McKenzie is perfectly suited for the tiny, 
though cool Theatre Marquee. The only possible complaint 
is the shortness of the evening, the O'Connor play with the 


Aria Da Capo curtain riser, is finished by 10 10 PM. Plenty 
of time for one more Irish short story. 


* 


The Midnight Caller and John Turner Davis are a 
pair of dull, Texas type soap operas in which nothing happens 
slowly. Oytstanding elements are the distinctive mood light- 
ing and very pleasant offstage taped music. 


* * 


A Times display ad, the nearest Broadway can come 
to saluting anybody or anything, was devoted to point out to 
ticket buyers that the "Original" cast of Blue Denim will re- 
main in the show all summer. At the same time that mass 
movements of replacements were taking place in most Broad- 
way shows, this came as good news to both out of town and 
local theatre fans who wait until their summer vacations to 
catch up with the Broadway hits. The new cast members in 
the current shows may be just as good, or even better, than 
the origimls, but with few exceptions they have not been re- 
viewed in their roles. Ticket buyers are reminded that ex- 
cept for a few exceptions, such as Blue Denim, the rave quotes 
are for original cast members, long since departed from the 
scene, 


* 


"Stage" editorial attacks US theatre awards , perhaps 
rightly so,as "two-a-penny", But what the British theatre 
journal does not take into account is that the award giving 
illness is a momentary part of early summer-late spring 
madness, and is confined almost entirely to the month of May, 
June has come and gone and nary an award or award giver has 
raised his head past the air-conditioning. If all the ills of the 
theatre were of such short duration, Utopia will have arrived 
on Broadway, and maybe even Off Broadway. 


The new Lunt-Fontanne Theatre has a perfect air-cool- 
ing system, so they tell us, But ticket buyers will not get the 
chance this summer to find out. The Lunts and The Visit de- 
servedly are on a much needed vacation, No new shows are 
listed for Broadway until Sept. After so many years of wait- 
ing for a new and/or refurbished legit house, it seems a pity 
that the Lunt-Fontanne will be vacant during the werm spell. 
Perhaps the cool playhouse can be loaned to a nearby show, 
cast and audience suffering in an ancient house with an even 
more ancient air cooling system. 


A revolution in theatre might eccur if playwrights tal - 
lowed the suggestion ef Sean O'Casey whe le considering wtth- 
drawing June end the Peycoct trem world preduction ter 
od, lint « be ome of the chiet wecetteone @f theatre 


end pr hewe te f playe 
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DIGESTS OF CURRENT NYC THEATRE REVIEWS 


Othello- Central Park 7/2 . 5 pros and 1 con- Herald 
Tribune-filed on Joseph Papp's NY Shakespeare Festival 
production staged by Stuart Vaughan. Pros were all on the 
mild side okaying production, director and Robert Geiringer 
as Iago. All had reservations on William Marshall in the title 
role, mostly due to his loud but inaudible voice. Kerr, Herald 
Tribune, the sole dissenter, was disappointed with the busy, in- 
telligent wholly competent outdoor production, because the pro- 
ducer and director have spoiled him into expecting something 
exciting with each new production, Here everything is more 
or less acceptable, and nothing is oddly illuminating or truly 
distinguished. Pro views headed by Atkinson, Times, who rated 
it as a clearly organized and interesting production which de- 
serves all the support it can muster, Times critic printed free 
ad as to where to send contributions. Aside from park noises, 
he approved Geiringer and Ellen Holly. Watt, News, okayed the 
free production, but thought only Geiringer of the 3 leads held 
the show together. Herridge, Post, agreed and added that full 
length version which kept opening night audience in park until 
after midnight was too long. O'Connor, Journal American, also 
listed a mild pro, billing it as a ragged production. He would 
have liked to see Gerry Jedd, who portrays Emilia, portray the 
role of Desdemona. Aston, World Telegram & Sun, also rated 
Jedd as best item in show, 2000 were turned away for the avail- 
able 2100 seats on opening nights. Tickets for the limited run 
may be obtained from NY Shakespeare Festival, 1230 Fifth Ave. 


The Midnight Caller and John Turner Davis. -Sheridan 
Sq Playhouse -99 Seventh Ave S- 7/1, 3 pros for both one act 
plays- News Journal American, World Telegram & Sun- 2 split 
votes on plays- Times, Herald Tribune-and 1 con on both-Post, 
-filed on Sidney Bernstein's presentation of two Horton Foote 
plays staged by I.eo Penn, The 3 affirmitive reviews, McHarry, 
News, O'Connor, Journal American, and Aston, WTS, praised 
director and cast headed by Mary James,Rebecca Darke and 
Richard Snyder for capturing proper mood of loneliness in- 
herent in scripts, both of which originally seenon TV. But 
Atkinson, Times, and Kerr, Herald Tribune, okayed only the 
first one act play, John Turner Davis, Second was panned for 
lack of insight and dullness, Both were vetoed by Herridge, 
Post, as obviously high quality for TV, but much too tenuous 
for the theatre. Both are thin slices of bleak, Texas life, tear- 
jerkers in their way, but slow moving surface glimpses, de- 
pending on mood for what effect they have, 


Aquacircus-Flushing Meadows 6/27. 4 pros-News, Mirror, 
Journal American, World Telegram & Sun- and 3 cons- Times, 
Herald Tribune, Post- filed on George A. Hamid's water-vaude- 
skating show. Cast includes Tony Marvin, Jimmy Carrol, Six 
Staneks, Ginny Stevens, Russ Morgan and orchestra, Rockets Dan- 
cers and divers Bobby Knapp and Marilyn Sahner, Watts, News, 
okayed proceedings, but thought only divers saved show from be- 
ing commonplace, Gilbert, Mirror, filed rave on outdoor fun and 
frolic designed to appeal to every member of family. O'Connor, 
Journal American, and Aston, WTS, also cheered combination 
show as near perfect outdoor entertainment, Negative voters 
labeled acts as second class TV, Neither wonderful nor beau- 
tiful, no matter what onstage announcer says, comments Funke, 
Times. Something for every member of family to dislike, count- 
ers Gleason, Herald Tribune. A bit of everything, all done better 
before, sums Herridge, Post. Two noted that rain had halted prev- 
ious night's dress rehearsal, 


Wonderful Town at Brussels Fair 


Wonderful Town at US Pavillion rated as a low-budget, 
acceptable production that European audiences found refresh- 
ing and exhilarating by Taubman, Times. It is not a brilliant 
or crisply coordinated performance, but the heartiness, energy, 
inventiveness and excitement of the show itself proved effective. 
Under Herbert Ross' supervision, a hard working, spirited cast 
kept the NY City Center production moving rapidly, Mitzi Green 
and Joan Hovis were approved in leading roles. Though scheduled 
for only 2 weeks if the cheers of the opening night were any indi- 
cation, it could run as long in Belgium as it did on Broadway, 


SUMMER 
‘le 
THEATRE 
comment 


newest outdoor historical drama by 
Paul Green presented at Virginia Beach, Virginia praised by 
Funke, Times, as a spectacle that is an impressive, inform- 
ative and occassionally inspiring evocation of the terrible days 


when the Union teetered perilously near dissolution. Robert 
Stanton as Lee okayed in cast of 100 directed by Samuel Selden. 


Midsummer package debut with James Mason and family 
at Tappan Zee Theatre, Nyack, NY opened on a 90 plus evening 
with only half the air-conditioning system working, reported 
Walker, News. 


bog THEATRE 
TO DAY 


Moscow theatre-goers on an average night can choose 
from among 20 plays, 3 operas or ballets, 4 children theatres, 
reports Taubman, Times, Tiflis, in the Georgian Republic, of- 
fers a choice of 4 dramatic companies, an opera house, and a 
children's theatre, All Soviet theatres operate on a repertory 
plan, with permanent companies performing 10 months per year 
playing 50 productions per year. 


The caliber of performance is high. The variety of 
things produced is high. The devotion to the basic content 
of a work, regardless of what one would think of the work it- 
self, has a sustained seriousness, And the audiences, though 
they take an innocent pleasure in the tricks of technique and 
the marvels wrought by electronic equipment, are learning 
to distinguish between manner and matter. 


The pervading philosophy of all cultural enterprises 
is roaliam, and it is applied to acting atylo, sets, coatumes 
and special effects . Where a work belongs in the traditional 
repertory, it is expected that it shall be done traditionally, 
In this area there is some experimentation in production 
styles, depending on the boldness of the director and the nat- 
ure of the work he is doing, but not too much, 


LONDON 
STAGE 


VIEWS 


The British theatre should do something about honour- 
ing its own heroes, so that some official token of gratitude 
is bestowed upon genuinely great performers, writers and 
musicians who have helped make stage history, comments 
"Stage" editorial, The Americans have the right idea, but 
there are so many awards on Broadway and Hollywood that 
they defeat their own purpose, One gets the impression that 
they are two-a-penny and they smack of commercialism, They 
are little more than a seven days' wonder, instead of honours 
capable of enhancing the prestige of an artist throughout his 
lifetime and even afterwards. 


It is a pity that the British Critics Circle have always 
decided against the idea of awards, because their judgement 
would be respected, and their annual awards would mean 
something. 
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DEPARTMENT 


Guests of the Nation is a beautifully presented adapt- 
CULTURAL, EXCHANGE... The current program of US and ion of a moving story by Frank O'Connor that is as apt in 


Soviet cultural exchange of artists and groups is the codew* 
y's world situation as it was during the Irish revolt it 
db h 

was written about, All hands, including the 3 acting Clancy 
co A e ime brothers, turn in warm, honest performances. Direction and 

adaption by Neil McKenzie is perfectly suited for the tiny, 
, though cool Theatre Marquee. The only possible complaint 

is the shortness of the evening, the O'Connor play with the 
eing , Aria Da Capo curtain riser, is finished by 10 10 PM. Plenty 


the mutual exchange cannot penetrate that last barrier a, yo Irish 
to understanding--the right and duty of the creative writer are 


to tell his part of the universal truth. ps ° 


COLUMN TIPS... All About Love tryout with Wendy Barrie may The Colder. 


be about Peyton Place author, hears Winchell, Mirror... of Sell 
pair of dull, Texas type soap operas in which nothing happens 
slowly. Oytstanding elements are the distinctive mood light- 
alker, i d 1 t offst d 
at Brussels Fair if more money forthcoming, reports Wil- 


son, Post. * ° 


OFF BWAY $$$...Purple Dust proved the exception to the rule 
and earned a profit of $11, 900 during its Cherry Lane run, 
plus $12,000 in royalties for Sean O'Casey, Paul Shyre 
told Peper, World Telegram & Sun. 


A Times display ad, the nearest Broadway can come 
to saluting anybody or anything, was devoted to point out to 
ticket buyers that the "Original" cast of Blue Denim will re- 
main in the show all summer. At the same time that mass 
movements of replacements were taking place in most Broad- 
way shows, this came as good news to both out of town and 
local theatre fans who wait until their summer vacations to 
catch up with the Broadway hits. The new cast members in 
the current shows may be just as good, or even better, than 
the origimls, but with few exceptions they have not been re- 
viewed in their roles. Ticket buyers are reminded that ex- 
cept for a few exceptions, such as Blue Denim, the rave quotes 
are for original cast members, long since departed from the 
scene, 


‘CRITICAL. THOUGHTS... Every performance is a curious collab- 
oration between the weather of men's souls and an actor's 
awareness of that weather--it takes place in a moment, it 
is of the moment, and it is absolutely valid for that moment 
it happened when we were there, states Kerr, Herald Trib- 
une...Spotting a trend, Silver, News, points at the grow- 
ing number of leading men headed for musical shows... 


Broadway producers would be wise to satisfy many large 
citles thirst for "first" presentations by opening their pro- 
ductiona in Chicago, Dallas,ete prior to NY try. 


* 
SECOND GUESSES. ..Song of Norway is a fine spectacle in an 


attractive setting and one of the many nice features of NY 

in summertime, rates Watt, News, The story is trifling "Stage" editorial attacks US theatre awards , perhaps 

enough not to get in the way of the music and the combin- rightly so,as "two-a-penny". But what the British theatre 

ation of Grieg melodies and elaborate scenic devices has journal does not take into account is that the award giving 

an enchanting effect in the huge outdoor theatre. illness is a momentary part of early summer-late spring 

madness, and is confined almost entirely to the month of May. 

AUTHORS VISITED...Revised script of Tennessee Williams' June has come and gone and nary an award or award giver has 

Sweet Bird of Youth is not so physically violent as earl- raised his head past the air-conditioning. If all the ills of the 

fer drafts, author told Gelb, Times. He decided it wasn't theatre were of such short duration, Utopia will have arrived 

wise to end another play on such a violent note as emas- on Broadway, and maybe even Off Broadway. 

culation. The play will be presented in the spring, staged 

by Elia Kazan, produced by Cheryl Crawford and starring * * 

Paul Newman,...Sean O'Casey is very detached about the 

forthcoming musical version of Juno and the Paycock , The new Lunt-Fontanne Theatre has a perfect air-cool- 

Watts, Post, discovered during a visit to his home at Devon, ing system, so they tell us. But ticket buyers will not get the 

England, Musical show songs puzzle him a little, but he chance this summer to find out, The Lunts and The Visit de- 

feels the adapters are making a sincere effort to be faith- servedly are on a much needed vacation. No new shows are 

ful to the spirit of the original, Irish writer also feels it listed for Broadway until Sept. After so many years of wait- 

would not be a bad idea to retire his most produced play ing for a new and/or refurbished legit house, it seems a pity 

from circulation on the non-musical stage for a while. that the Lunt-Fontanne will be vacant during the warm spell, 

Perhaps the cool playhouse can be loaned to a nearby show, 

INTERVIEW HI-LITES...Two different companies playing cast and audience suffering in an ancient house with an even 

simultaneously on Broadway of a hit musical both with more ancient air cooling system, 

first rate original casts planned by Paul Gregory, pro - 

ducer of forthcoming Marriage Go Round, In this way * * 

everybody who wanted a ticket for the hit musical could . 

get it, he told Peper, World Telegram & Sun... West Side A revolution in theatre might occur if playwrights fol- 

Story will remain at Winter Garden until early next sum- lowed the suggestion of Sean O'Casey who is considering with- 

mer,then play a month in Paris and settle for an extend- drawing Juno and the Paycock from world production for 

ed run in London, producer Hal Prince told Ross, Herald awhile, because he feels it 1s overdone. If such a vogue start- 

Tribune. Igor Moiseyev would like to take the original ed, list making would be one of the chief vocations of theatre, 

cast to the Soviet. The entire US company will play in and producers would have to find original plays to present, 

the overseas productions. On and Off Broadway. 4 
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July 7,1958 THEATRE FACT CHART--CRITICAL DIGEST--139 E 47, NYC-- EL 5-6894 


This weekly chart of CRITICAL DIGEST presents up-to-date data on current business and 
critical reaction of current Broadway and Ofi Broadway shows, Subscribers may phone, 
write or call in person for any other specific data or for late reviews. 


"C". -~Critical-figures rete r to percentage of PRO reviews filed by NYC daily reviewers, 
PRO means show was recommended for entertaining and/or stimulating evening, not if the 
critic predicted if show would be a commercial hit or not. 


“B"- Business- figures refer to percentage of gross ticket sales last week, %k% B Figures 
refer to percentage of past week's attendance and indicates availability of current tickets. 
CAP figures refer to gross capacity of house in thousands of dollars. Figures that follow 
are gross estimates by Variety for past week and previous week, all figuféé aF@ it thou: 
sands of doliarel, Thus 100% Cap 664, ete: means that the past week the show 
wes a sellout, the capacity $68,000, the previous week gross $64, 000, etc. 


BELLS ARE RINGING 230 WwW 44 80% C-Show 2 Con-WTS, Times-l00%Judy 
Shubert $7.50 Cl 6-5990 90% B- Cap $58--$50 $53 $53 $46 $47 $48 
BLUE DENIM 137 W 48 80% C- 2 Con- H, Trib, News 

Playhouse $6. 90 CI 5-6080 50% B- Cap $31--$14 $15 $16 $16 $18 $21 
DARK TOP STAIRS 237 Ww 45 80% C- 1 Con- WTS- 3 raves as Inge's best 
Music Box $6, 90 Cl 6-4636 95% B- Cap $3B--$27 $ 32 $28 $28 $29 $29 
JAMAICA 256 W 45 40% — Show 3 Pro-Times,J. Am, Post 
Imperial $8. 35 CO 5-2412 RE OPENS AUG ll 

LIL ABNER 235 W 44 60% C 3 Con- H Trib, J. Am, WTS 

St James $8.05 LA 4-4664 70% B- Cap $58--$31 $33 $33 $33 $35 &5 
LOOK BACK ANGER 250 W 45 80% C- 2 Con- WTS, Mirror 

Golden $5.75 CI 6-6745 60% B— Cap $25--$15 $16 $12 $10 $9 $9 $LL 
LOOK HOMEWARD 243 W 47 100% C- raves for cast, play, Wolfe, etc. 
Barrymore $6, 90 CI 6-0390 100% B_ Cap $40--$41 $41 $41 $41 $41 $41 
MUSIC MAN 245 W 45 100% C- 6 pro raves show-H, Trib milder 
Majestic $8.05 Cl 6-0730 100% B- Cap $68--$69 $69 $69 $69 $69 $69 
MY FAIR LADY 1655 Bway 100% C- Raves- 4 okay new leads 
Hellinger $8.05 P L 7-7064 100% B- Cap $68--$69 $69 $69 $69 $69 $69 
OH CAPTAIN 252 W 52 80% C- 2 Con- Times, H, Tribune 

Alvin $9.20 Cl $-5226 80% B_ Cap $60--$48 $48 $51 $47 $50 $49 
ROMANOFF & JULIET 236 W 45 30% C- 2 Pro-News, Post-Poston in Lead, 
Plymouth $5.25 C1 6-956 65% Cap $¥6--$26 $24 $24 $22 $22 $20 
SAY DARLING 245 W 52 90% G- | Con- Times-5 raves for show 
ANTA $7, 50 C1 6-6270 85% K- Cap $50--$39 $44 $44 $41 $49 $50 
SUNRISE CAMPOBELLO 138 W 48 100% ©- Raves for R, Bellamy & play 

Cort $6.90 Cl 5-5289 100% B- Cap $37--$37 $37 $37 $37 $37 $37 
TWO SEE SAW 222 W 45 80% C- | Con-WTS- 5 raves cast, script 
Booth $6, 90 Cl 6-5969 100% B- Cap $31-_$32 $32 $32 $32 $32 $32 
VistT 216 W 46 80% C- 2 Con- Mir, J. Am. 

Lunt $8. 50 JU 6-5555 RE OPENS AUG 20 

WEST SIDE STORY 1634 Bway 100% C- 7 pros for new musical, dances 
W. Garden $7, 50 Cl $-4878 75% B- Cap $63--$48 $52 $53 $45 $46 $45 
WHO WAS LADY 305 W 45 80% C- 2 Con- Times, Post 

Beck $6, 90 Cl 6-6363 60% B- Cap $47- $24 $29 $30 $28 $28 $33 


" TV THEATRE PROGRAMS “ 


Sept 22- CBS - Hervey on Du Pont Show of Month 

Oct 13- NBC- Johnny Belinda with Julie Harris on Hall of Fame 

Oct l6- CBS- Little Women musical by Richard Adler-Ronald Alexander 
Oct -- CBS- Face of a Hero on Playhouse 90- prior to stage 

Nov 20- NBC- Kiss Me Kate on Hall of Fame 

Nov 30- CBS- Wonderful Town with Rosalind Russell 

Dec 9- CBS- Gift of Magi -musical by Richard Adler-Ronald Alexander 
Mar 23- NBC- Green Pastures with William Warfield on Hall of Fame 
Apr 28- NBC- Ah Wilderness on Hall of Fame 

--'59- CBS- Hamlet- Old Vic on Du Pont Show of Month 


" CD PROS & CONS " 


PROS: Blue Denim, Look Homeward Angel, Music Man, My Fair Lady 
Romanoff & Juliet, Sunrise Campobello, Two See Saw, Visit 
Who Was That Lady 
Bald Soprano, Blood Wedding, Boy Friend, Children Darkness 
Comic Strip, Playboy Western World, You Never Can Tell 


CONS: Ulysses in Nighttown 


“OFF BROADWAY " 


BALD SOPRANO 181 Sulliven 2 Pro-H. Tribune, News 
Sullivan $3.50 OR 4.3636 4 Con- Times, Post,J. Am, WTS 
BLOOD WEDDING 100-7th Av 5. 3 Pro- Times, Post, J. Am. 
Actors Play. $3.45 OR 5-1036 1 Con- WTS 
BOY FRIEND 31 Commerce 5 Pro- Times, Trib, J, Am, | 
Cherry Lane $4.60 CH 2-4468 WTS, Post 

CHILDREN DARKNESS 5 Sher Sq. 6 Pro } 
Circle $4.50 OR 5-9437 1 Con- News } 
COMIC 106 6, Park 6, 6 Pre-Fimes, rik, Mir 
Bar. Plaza $43.90 Cl 77-1143 WTS, J. Am, Post 
CRUCIBLE 32 & Bway 7 Pro-Unanimous raves j 
Martinque $4.15 PE 6-3056 Revival Miller drama } 
GARDEN DISTRICT let & 64 5 Pro play- 1 Con- News, i 
York $4, 50 TR 9-4130 Marg. Bannerman new lead, 
GUEST OF NATION 10 E 59 4 Pro- Times, Trib, J. Am, Post 
T. Marquee $3.20 PL 3-2575 

MIDNIGHT CALLER 99-7th Av S. Turner-5 Pro- | Con- Post i 
Sher Sq. $3.85 CH 2-9244 Caller- 3 Pro-News, J, Am, WTS- 3 Con 
PLAYBOY W, WORLD 120 Madison 7 Pro- unanimous approval : 
Tara $3.95 MU 6-4950 Revival Synge comedy y 
3 PENNY OPERA 121 Chris. 3 Pro- Times, Trib, Post 

De Lys $4.85 WA 4-8782 

ULYSSES NIGHTTOWN 2nd & Hous, 4 Pro-Times, Trib, J, Am, Post . 
Rooftop $4, 60 AL 4-5475 3 Con- News, Mir, WTS 

YOU NEVER CAN TELL B85 E4 5 Pro-Trib, Mir,J, Am, WTS, Post 
Downtown $3.60 GR 3-4412 1 Con- Times 


" THEATRE CALENDAR " 


La Plume De Ma Tante-Royale 10/? 


Winter's Tale-Stratford, Conn 7/20 Balcony- De Lys 10/? 
Twelfth Night- Central Park 8/1 Ole- Greenwich Me ws- 10/7? 
Auntie Mame- City Center 8/Il Montage- Gate 10/? 
Chaparral- 9/8 Shadow of Gunman- Bijou 10/? 
Roar Like a Dove- 9/22 
Shield for Medusa-Sullivan St 9/23 Tall Story- U/5 
At the Grand- 46th St 9/25 Comes The Day- 11/6 
Swim in Sea- Lyceum 9/30 Salad Days- Barbizon l/l 
Flower Drum Song- St James 11/20 
Handful of Fire- Morosco 10/1 Gazebo - 11/26 
Touch of Poet- Hayes 10/2 
Legend of Lizzie- 10/6 Disenchanted- 12/3 
Time of Cuckoo- 10/6 Cold Wind and Warm-Morosco 12/4 
Drink to me Only- Adelphi 10/8 Old Vic- Broadway- 12/9 
Goldilocks- Lunt 10/9 Arthur Miller Play- 12/18 
Crazy Old Owl- 10/13 Whoop Up- 12/18 
Theatre National Paris-Broadway 10/14 
Girls in 509- Belasco 10/15 Juno and Paycock- 1/25 


Week End Girl:- 10/15 

Midnight Sun- 10/15 

Old Friends- Miller 10/16 

Man Who Never Died- Jan Hus 10/21 
Pleasure of His Company- Longacre 10/22 
Once More With Feeling- National 10/22 
Loving Couple- 10/22 

Night Circus- 10/23 

Marriage Go Round-Plymouth 10/29 

Man in Dog Suit- Coronet 10/30 


This weekly NYC THEATRE NEWSLETTER DIGEST -now in its 10th 
year of service to "stage struck" theatre fans, producers, drama ed- 
itors, investors, college libraries, etc--coast to coast--presents 52 
weeks per year--- 


* Complete theatre news of current week 

* Reviews of current NYC shows by 7 critics 

* Comments by NYC critics on legit books, discs, etc 
* Chart of critical & box office reaction. Calendar 
$25 per year * Summer issues cover strawhat scene. Previews. 

* Plus FREE mail-phone theatre research service 
__SBill Me __SBill Co, * Perfect theatre gift for "stage struck" year round 
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